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FOOTPRINTS ATX ALONG. 
Is there darkness round you, brother, 
Is the pathway steep and drear, 
And. perplexed you weep and falter 
And your heart beats fast with fear? 
Oh, take courage then, my brother, 
You can never go far wrong; 
If you kneel and feel the pathway 
You'll find footprints all along. 
Are you sad and longing, brother, 
For the faces seen no more, 
Grieving for the ones averted 
That have gladdened you of yore ? 
Oh, then, hope and trust, my brother, 
One has known your grief and wrong; 
And ahead, see, in your pathway 
Are His footprints all along. 
Are you heavy laden, brother, 
Drooping 'neatli a load of care ? 
Seems the way so long and rugged, 
And your feet are bruised and bare ? 
Courage, courage still, my brother, 
Bear your burdens with a song, 
One has borne the same before you; 
There are footprints all along 
Seems it useless trying, brother, 
Failing oft your heart betray, 
Are you poor, despised, forsaken ? 
Christ, the Savior, passed that way. 
Courage, courage, still my brother, 
You can never go far wrong 
If you follow close before you 
In His footprints all along. 
One has loved you, O my brother. 
Pray that you might guided be ; 
Can you turn and leave the pathway 
Where the prints of love you see ? 
Oh, no, grieve Him not, my brother, 
'Tis for you He suffered wrong ! 
Through your night of greatest trial 
There are footprints all along. 
So keep striving still, my brother ; 
You the goal shall surely win, 
For there's One that ' s true and loving' 
Waiting there to let you in. 
And ne'er, ne'er, forget, my brother, 
Whether you be weak or strong, 
Whate 'er be the Christian's pathway, 
There are footprints all along. 
—Selected. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
T H E H E A V E N L Y W A L K . 
" And Enoch walked with God, and 
he was not, for God took h im." Gen-
esis 5 : 24. 
The inspired record about Enoch is 
very brief, but very suggestive. When 
we take a glance at the words of our text, 
we have to come to the conclusion that 
Enoch possessed all the characteristics, 
which a true child of God must have to 
qualify him to make this Heavenly Walk. 
Enoch, being contemporary with Adam, 
had no doubt learned from his lips the 
dark story of the fall of man, and also the 
bright one of God's grace as seen in the 
promise. Although sin was raging then 
already in the infancy of the world, yet 
God was willing to demonstrate His power 
to the children of men to induce men 
. . . .... -
everywhere to walk in the commands of 
God blameless, and to show the glorious 
privilege which we are permitted to enjoy 
by so doing. 
Enoch walked with God. This requires 
a very high state of spiritual mind. " God 
is a Spirit, and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in t ru th ." 
John 4:24. If God then is a Spirit, it is 
necessary that we be spiritually-minded 
in order to walk with Him. And right 
here I would advise the reader to carefully 
examine himself. Our passing through 
this world is of some importance. 
" How careful then ought I to live, 
With what religious fear ; 
Who such a strict account must give, 
For my behavior here." 
If we have a vehement longing of soul 
after God and Christ and after more holi-
ness, so that our hearts seem to be full 
and ready to break, as the Psalmist says, 
" M y soul breaketh for the longing it 
hath;" If our whole aim and object is to 
honor and glorify God, and we are willing 
to deny ourselves from all the pleasures, 
fashions, and maxims of this world; if the 
longing and lamenting in our hearts is to 
get nearer to our God, to get deeper and 
deeper into this blessed Stream and to 
come right to the Fountain Head to drink 
of the pure river of the water of life, to re-
ceive more of that soul-satisfying and life-
giving good, this will qualify us to be-
come more like Him. This is truly walking 
with God and the Lord Jesus. This privi-
lege is not confined alone to patriarchs 
and prophets, to apostles and martyrs. 
There are thousands in the world to-day 
who are walking with God and whom the 
world has never known, neither do they 
want to be known. They possess so 
much of heaven upon earth, that their 
departure seems more like a translation 
than dying. 
To walk with God requires confidence. 
When we come to God, we must believe 
that He is a rewarder of all them that dili-
gently seek Him. If we did not believe 
what God has~^aitt7it'"WOufcii3e~ no" object 
for us to come to Him. If we were to 
take a journey with an individual who 
was a suspicious character, we would 
have very little pleasure; we would rather 
walk with one in whom we had confidence, 
then we could enjoy his society. 
Therefore we must be honest with God, 
with ourselves, and our fellowmen, so that 
God and men can have confidence in us; 
but we are not only to be confidential, we 
must be of one mind. How can two walk 
together unless they be agreed? W e 
must submit our own wills to His, willing 
to follow where He leads, and to suffer 
what He appoints. W e read of two apos-
tles who walked together for a while, but 
they were not of one mind, and strife and 
contention was the result. Amongst the 
very first signs of a converted character 
is the willingness to do what God wants 
him to do. 
Paul cried, ' ' Lord, what wouldst thou 
have me to do ?" It is a state of mind 
that makes a person willing to do what 
God commands. It is true the query 
arises in many a mind, How shall I know 
that I am converted? This sometimes 
weighs heavily upon the mind. Conver-
sion has been made to represent almost 
* 
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every conceivable condition of the mind 
that it is possible for the human soul to 
exercise, and at present it is largely ac-
cepted as a condition of mind or feelings. 
This is one reason why the question 
comes up to so many that make a pro-
fession of religion: " Am I converted? and 
if I am, how can I know that I a m ? " 
Here is Bro. B. He tells about his feel-
ings and how he enjoys himself, and I 
have prayed and wrestled with God to let 
me enjoy such a feeling, and yet all seems 
dark and gloomy before me. Not having 
that feeling that I would like to have, I 
have been praying for the feeling of con-
version, but have not received it; so I 
must come to the conclusion that there is 
no such a thing as a feeling of conversion 
or else I am not converted. The word 
conversion comes from the latin word, 
convertere, which means turn around. 
The converted person can no longer go 
as the world goes, talk as the world talks, 
dress as the world dresses, walk as the 
world walks, but has a desire to walk with 
God; so we must turn around from 
our sinful ways and habits in which 
we were engaged while living in the world, 
and become entirely submissive to God's 
will. He will be all and in all. No more 
fashioning ourselves according to the for-
mer lusts, but we will, with Bunyan, turn 
our backs to the world and stop our ears 
and say, ' ' Life, Life, eternal life.'' 
Not only does it require a converted 
character, but a praying one also. W e 
would have very little pleasure to walk 
with a person if we had no permission to 
talk with him. Now prayer is just talking 
with God face to face. In prayer we are 
taking a very solemn position. It brings 
us so near to God, it occupies such a 
large space in the teachings of the Bible 
that it becomes an important question 
with us, how shall we come before God 
in prayer so that He can consistently an-
swer? How can I take the position of a 
prevailer with Jehovah ? W e are told that 
Moses said that so terrible was the sight 
that he exceedingly feared and quaked. 
But we must remember that Moses lived 
under the law, and we are living under 
Grace which was given to us through Je-
sus Christ; so then we can approach God 
through Christ Jesus, and we must offer 
all our prayers in His name, because He 
is very emphatic in stating that it must be 
done so. ' ' Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son." John 14:13. 
As a man Jesus was constant in prayer. 
He is a bright example to us of what it 
is to walk with God. In His brief busy 
life, while here upon earth, we find Him 
constantly engaged in doing His Heaven-
ly Father's will. He was always in the 
spirit of prayer. 
The happiest part of the Christian's 
journey, and the part that he will look 
back upon with the greatest delight, will 
be the hours spent in converse with God. 
O, the comfort and encouragement he re-
ceives in conversing with God! Dear 
reader, do not forget your secret chamber; 
for there is the place to get your spiritual 
strength renewed, and there you can pour 
out your heart before God in a way that 
you would not in public. Right here 
I would like to call your attention, dear 
reader, to the necessity of examining 
yourself closely to see whether you are 
qualified to walk with God. Do not look 
upon prayer as a duty you owe to God, 
but rather as a privilege. If your whole 
delight is to converse with God, to walk 
and talk with such a dear Father who is 
daily caring for you, and you love the hour 
spent alone with Him holding sweet com-
munion with Him; if in answer to such de-
votions, you realize that you are growing 
stronger and stronger day by day, and 
that you are becoming more willing every 
hour to deny yourself from all the pleas-
ure of life, and to fully consecrate your-
self and all to God and His service, wil-
lingly becoming entirely submissive to His 
holy and divine will, so that you can al-
ways with pleasure and from the very 
depths of your heart say, ' ' Not my will, 
but thine, be done;" then this is truly 
walking with God. The Lord Jesus be-
came a bright example to us in this re-
spect. He has spent many an hour, yes 
even whole nights in prayer with God. 
In conclusion I will say, burdened soul, 
don' t be discouraged, Jesus is ready and 
willing to help you, only trust Him. 
A. L. M Y E R S . 
Freeport^ Illinois. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
T R U E C H R I S T I A N DUTY. 
O U R inquiry should not be as to the 
opinion of men concerning us, but as to 
what God thinks of us. Are our actions 
such as to secure his approval? This is 
the thing of greatest importance.—Sel. 
' W e must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ. To give account.' ' 
I have desired for some time to write 
something for the VISITOR. jWe have in 
our Christian work many duties to perform, 
and in many different ways, more than a 
great many fully observe. Our first duty 
we owe to God who is the giver of every 
good and perfect gift. ' ' I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth." Rom. 16:1. " I love the 
Lord, because he hath heard my voice 
and my supplications." Ps. 116:1. I feel 
thankful for early Christian training and 
influence. In my childhood I was taught 
to pray, and,|as it were, I said my prayers, 
but I grew to consider with the poet 
" I often say my prayers. 
But do I ever pray ? 
And do the wishes of my heart 
Call forth the words I say ?' ' 
I cannot tell of such a great change, as 
I endeavored to the best of my ability 
from youth to do right, but I know I 
made many mis-steps and was often cast 
down. Since that time the Lord has be-
come precious to my soul, and His love is 
shed abroad in my heart. A bright vision 
appeared to me, and I saw the light of 
His countenance beaming. I have the 
evidence that I am saved through the blood 
of the Lamb. " F o r His blood can wash 
whiter than snow." Our duty to man-
kind, " L o v e thy neighbor as thyself." 
Do good to those that hate you, and 
despitefully use you; return good for evil; 
be charitable to the poor and needy; and 
many more duties. But some neglect to 
be careful in observation. They sin and 
know it not. W e see many good people 
who appear to be exhausting themselves 
in their efforts to serve the Lord. They 
have become so deeply interested in some 
particular form of benevolent action, that 
they press forward with the greatest ar-
dor, and neglect to take proper care of 
their health. Now if we strive to the best 
of our ability to serve the Lord, and be a 
true Christian, is it not consistent to obey 
God's laws of nature? 
A reform is called for; and that is in the 
matter of eating. W e should eat to live, 
and not live to eat. Many articles of food 
are in constant use which, as is well known, 
are unfavorable to health. Our Heavenly 
Father has provided us with a great vari-
ety of food which is simple and whole-
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some. W h y then should we accustom our-
selves to the use of that which is neither? 
Many will say, what are all these things 
made for if not to eat. It is not always 
the article itself that is so harmful, but 
how it is prepared. It appears to me that 
a Christian mother placed in the provi-
dence of God at the head of a family, if 
she be consistent, should not only be ab-
stemious herself, but avoid furnishing for 
her household such articles of food as she 
knows to be injurious. 
Women should be enlightened on this 
subject, as it lies with them to bring about 
a reform. The command of the Savior is, 
" T a k e no thought saying, what shall we 
eat? or what shall we d r i n k ? " Now 
studying over cookery books and toiling 
over cakes and pastry, looks very much 
like a violation of this precept. I know 
that some plausible excuses may be offered 
for a compliance with custom in this re-
spect; but whether they would all amount 
to a good and sufficient reason, is a ques-
tion for each one to settle. " H e that 
knoweth to do good and doeth it not, unto 
him it is sin." If we know how to do 
right in this respect and do it not, do we 
not sin ? I feel to do my duty as far as I 
know and understand. ' ' Extremes meet 
and the truth is found between the ex-
tremes." 
Much more might be said on this impor-
tant subject, but I do not wish to weary 
your patience with my first attempt to give 
few words of encouragement. I am inter-
ested in the VISITOR, and feel glad to 
hear from those whom I know. My de-
sire is with the love, grace, and help of 
God to work out my soul's salvation. 
Without His help we can do nothing 
good. I praise His Holy Name. 
" My hope is built 011 nothing less, 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness ; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name." 
" On Christ the solid rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand." 
Yours in the bonds of Christian love. 
E L L E N M. E Y E R . 
Schock's Mills, Pa. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
W H E N S H O U L D W E BE BAP-
T I Z E D ? 
During the last few weeks my mind 
has been drawn to this subject. As some 
people here in our parts were talking to 
me about the way we baptize and some 
from other parts have been through here 
who said we could not have our sins for-
given before baptism (they also say it is 
not according to Scripture). I claim that 
my sins were all forgiven before baptism 
and also think it is according to the word 
of God. Acts 3:19: " Repent ye therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins my be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the 
Lord." Now we have to repent and be 
converted. Well, some will say, how long 
shall we repent? W h y just till we are con-
verted, but let us be careful and not leave 
off repenting till we become converted. 
Well, some may say, how can we tell 
when we are converted? First we will 
place ourselves in the places and ways 
that we are in while in nature's darkness. 
Psalm 40:2: " David was in the horrible 
pit and miry clay." Matt. 11:28: " W e 
are laboring and are heavy laden." Acts 
26:18: " W e are in darkness and under 
the power of Satan." Col. 2:13: " W e 
are dead in trespasses and sin." First, 
will we know when we are brought up out 
of the horrible pit out of the miry clay 
and have our feet set upon a rock and 
have a new song put in our mouth, even 
praises unto our God? Perhaps from 
cursing and swearing we are praising 
God, will we know it? W h y yes. After 
we have been laboring and were heavy 
laden, will we know when we get rest? 
The answer would be, Yes. Will we 
know when we have been turned from 
darkness to light and from the power of 
Satan unto God, and receive forgiveness 
of our sins ? Yes. Will we know after 
we have been dead in our sins and the un-
circumcision of our hearts, when He has 
quickened us together with Him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, and has 
blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary 
to us, and took them out of the way and 
nailed them to the cross ? Will we know 
when all this takes place? 1 John 3:14 
says, " W e know that we have passed 
from death unto life,'' why ? Because we 
are baptized ? No, ' ' because we love the 
brethren." 
The Church of God is represented as a 
building, and we know naturally when 
our carpenters go to build a building they 
lay out and frame every stick ready for its 
place before they put it into the building. 
Then they put it together, and perhaps 
some of the braces would be just long-
enough to catch. But after it is raised the 
storm comes and the winds blow and per-
haps it will rack the building the least bit 
and the brace falls out. So it is with 
those who get into the Church before con^ 
verted; when the storms of life come they 
fall and go back to the world from whence 
they came. Now as baptism is the door 
into the Church, we should not go in till 
we become as the stick of timber prepared 
for the building ready to take our place in 
the Church. If we have to be baptized for 
the remission, or pardon, of our sins we 
have a passage of Scripture. 1 Peter 3 :21 , 
which would be contrary one to the other. 
" Not the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God." (Mark.) I t says, the an-
swer of a good conscience. W e know we 
have not a good conscience toward God 
till our sins are forgiven. Then be bap-
tized for the answer. Now if we go down 
into the water with our sins and be bap-
tized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by triune im-
mersion, we will not have our sins forgiven 
till after we are dipped the third time. 
That way we have the answer before the 
good conscience. Perhaps some would 
say, why could we not have our sins for-
given in baptism ? It would not be accord-
ing to Scripture if it means, be baptized 
for the remission or pardon of our sins. I 
call to mind the words of our Savior when 
He said, " All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth." Matt. 28:18; " G o 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in (not into) the name of the 
Father," and so on, 19. Luke 7:48; 
' ' And he said unto her, thy sins are for-
given." 50; " A n d he said to the woman, 
thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace ;" 
Not saying anything about baptism. 
Therefore according to Scripture we can 
receive forgiveness before baptism. If not, 
how was it with Cornelius and all that 
heard the word received the Holy Ghost 
and then were baptized afterwards. W e 
find, (Acts 8:17, 18.) where Saul was con-
verted, nothing about baptism till after he 
recived the Holy Ghost. Now if it is con-
trary to Scripture to receive forgiveness 
before baptism, the Savior made some 
mistakes. 
Dear brethren and sisters, let us not be 
driven about with every wind of doctrine, 
but let us contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once delivered to the saints. 
J O N A T H A N L Y O N S . 
Victoria Square, Ontario. 
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For the Euangelical Visitor. 
BE READY TO ANSWER. 
" Be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason 
of the hope that is in you." 
To be ready to give an intelligent an-
swer on any subject, it is necessary, first, 
that we be intelligent; second, that we 
know the subject we shall answer; third, 
we must study the subject as Paul said to 
Timothy—2 2:15; "Study to shew thy-
self approved unto the Lord a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.'' Here is the 
great trouble among men. The word of 
God is studied, but the word of men (in 
many cases) much more. We believe the 
New Testament Scriptures hold out the 
idea very clearly that no one being a 
Christian can fight with carnal weapons. 
Emphatically this is true. To give an an-
swer on this subject intelligently, we must 
first study the subject. The subject is 
Christ; for no one can be a Christian with-
out being Christ-like. To be Christ-like 
produces all the characteristics of a holy 
and pure life. 
Christ, from the cradle to the grave, 
gave us examples which illustrate defi-
nitely the character of a Christian, and 
declared, ' ' I am the way, the truth and 
the life." In our unregenerated state, we 
have, to a great extent, the mind and nat-
ure of the lower animals, such as dogs, 
swine, peafowls, etc. The peafowl repre-
sents a spirit of pride, with which we have 
all been very strongly tainted; the swine 
uncleanness, the dog a spirit of fighting. 
Peter speaks of those who have gone 
back, like this: "But it is happened unto 
them according to the true proverb: The 
dog is turned to his own vomit again; and 
the sow that was washed to her wallowing 
in the mire." 2 Peter 2:22; and Rev. 22: 
15: " For without are dogs and sorcerers, 
and whoremongers," etc.—This term 
without signifies, without the covenant of 
promise, or without the fold of Christ. 
That is the place for all who will live ac-
cording to animal life, and animal inclina-
tions. The foregoing portrays very clearly 
the beast-like passions; and man, be-
cause of divine endowment, possesses 
faculties which the lower animals do not, 
hence enabling to a greater degree to 
foreshadow good or evil. Christ says to 
the believers in Him, "Take no thought 
for to-morrow." Hence, if we take no 
thought for to-morrow (anxiously), we 
could or would not provide weapons. 
Why? Because we live in peace to-day, 
and that would cause us to want the same 
in the future? 
The subject of carnal weapons has not 
only been engaging the minds of individ-
uals, but also of nations, and to-day the 
fact is admitted by the brightest minds on 
earth that war is demoralizing. If so, 
could any one engage in a life or act that 
would help to demoralize the people when 
the only mission of Christians is love, and 
a desire to elevate humanity ? 
Sometimes we are confronted with this 
argument: Suppose the time should 
come, as it was once, that all who should 
differ from the established faith would be 
called heretics; and unless they would sur-
render their faith and accept the estab-
lished faith, all must die a horrible death 
of martyrdom. Our answer is, that when 
Nebuchadnezzar tried to make all, rich 
and poor, bow to his god of gold under 
penalty of death, the three Hebrew breth-
ren had faith to trust in the God who 
made the universe, and gave the seas 
their bounds. They did not apply to car-
nal weapons to save themselves, but simply 
trusted in the Lord and were saved. We 
will now suppose a parrallel case. Could 
not the Lord have strengthened these He-
brews in taking carnal weapons, and con-
sumed the hosts oi Nebuchadnezzar? We 
answer in the affirmative, and more than 
this, the Lord could have destroyed the 
whole nation if He would have been so 
disposed; but in that way the Lord could 
not, at the same time show the unwaver-
ing faith of His faithful ones and His 
mighty power to save. Again if they 
would have taken the sword, could they 
have accomplished anything? We think 
not. 
Jer. 17:5: "Thus saith the Lord, 
Cursed be the man that trusteth in man 
and maketh flesh his arm, and whose 
heart departeth from the Lord." Again 
Matt. 26:51, 52: "And, behold one of 
them which were with Jesus, stretched 
out his hand, and drew his sword and 
struck a servant of the high priest, and 
smote oft his ear. Then Jesus said unto 
him, Put up thy sword into his place; for 
all they that take the sword shall perish 
by the sword." If fighting, killing, de-
stroying and overcoming enemies would 
have been the spirit that should character-
ize Christians, Christ could and would 
have made short work ol His enemies, 
and thus have given His followers the ex-
ample how they should do. But Jesus 
well knew what was in man, and how 
much more man was inclined to trust in 
man and his own strength than in the 
Lord. Hence. He said to Peter, Matt. 26: 
53, 54: " Thinkest thou that I cannot now 
pray to my Father, and he shall presently 
give me more than twelve legions of an-
gels? But how then shall the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" Reader, 
think for one moment—twelve legions of 
angels. Can we conceive the number and 
power? The term legion, [Lat. legio], 
is from legere, to gather, to collect. 
Representing each legion from three to 
five thousand. If twelve, we have thirty-
six thousand at three thousand to each 
legion, at five, then we have sixty thou-
sand; and "Jesus said he could pray to 
his Father and he shall give me more 
than twelve legions of angels."—What a 
power! In order to figure out the power 
of such an army, read Rev. 8, and there 
we see the power each of the seven angels 
had. Think of from thirty-six to sixty 
thousand of such angelic powers. What 
would have become of the little band with 
Judas if such an army would have come 
upon them? Here is the true example. 
When we are redeemed from the curse 
under which we had fallen through sin 
and transgression, we arise from the spirit 
of animal life and instinct to that of the 
Son of God. Again we are confronted 
with this argument: Suppose the Roman 
Catholic Church would undertake to force 
all other Christians into their faith or 
mode of doing, what would our duty be? 
1 Peter 3:13, 14: "And who is he that 
will harm you if ye be followers of that 
which is good. But, and if ye suffer for 
righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be 
not afraid of their terror, neither be troub-
led." 
I am safe in saying that we should have 
more fears of the enemies we (individual-
ly) have within than of the Catholic or 
any other organization. There is no ef-
fect without a cause, and we should be 
strong in the faith once delivered to the 
saints. The faith delivered to them was of 
such a nature that, regardless of their sur-
roundings, they obeyed the divine law, 
they were persecuted, and were told to re-
joice, "for" says Christ, "Great is your 
reward in Heaven." No resistance. Sup-
pose during the Dark Ages the Christians 
would have resorted to arms, what would 
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the result have been ? The remnant, or 
few as they were, would have been de-
stroyed like flies, and in their death they 
would have made no impression upon 
others for good; but as they were willing 
to suffer for Christ's sake, their singing 
praises to Almighty God, their praying 
for those who consign them to the flames, 
and their warm entreaties to their friends 
to continue steadfast until death, all went 
to prove that they were in possession of 
more than human gifts or ideas, and did 
more to bring about religious liberty than 
they could have done. 
Again in the case of the crucifixion ot 
Christ, how could the Scriptures have 
been fulfilled, had Christ not been cruci-
fied and how could the Scriptures be ful-
filled if God's people were a fighting and 
retaliating people? Rev. 13:10 " H e that 
leadeth into captivity shall go into cap-
tivity; he that killeth with the sword must 
be killed with the sword. Here is the 
patience and the faith of the saints." 
James says ' ' Ye have condemned and 
killed the Just and he doth not resist you." 
5:6. Thus we find that the Lord Jesus 
Christ set the example and the disciples 
followed the way, and through their life and 
example, the Lord wonderfully changed 
the minds of the people until many of the 
best people who ever trod on the earth, 
lost their lives; and finally the cry of re-
ligious liberty was heralded lar and near 
until the heathen lands also became will-
ing to throw open their doors for the re-
ception of the Gospel. 
Again we are asked, Can we consistent-
ly enjoy the blessings and liberties which 
others have wrought out, by spilling their 
last drop of blood when we would stand 
aloof from engagements of the same kind, 
reasoning these things from human stand-
points? It would seem a little misty, but 
when we take the position we now enjoy 
spiritually, how do we come by it? 
The Apostle Peter clears up this matter 
very nicely, 1 Peter 3:18 " F o r Christ also 
hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God, be-
ing put to death in the flesh, but quick-
ened by the Spirit." Thus we see that 
with out our hand in the glorious work of 
redemption, we shall still be the redeemed 
ol the Lord; and we could with equal pro-
priety argue if we will not take part in pre-
paring a way, we have no right to use the 
way or be accommodated by the labors 
of others. If such reasoning would hold 
good, we could not have a right to enjoy 
Heaven with all its beauty. But God in 
His wise providence has provided means 
for us, by opening the way and inviting 
us to walk therein. 
Next we are confronted with the argu-
ment: If according to yourlaith, some of 
the European powers would undertake to 
come into our country, take our lands, 
spoil our churches, break down all our 
good institutions of learning, and carry 
with them all our silver and gold and 
bring general devastation and destruction 
upon us, do you say we should not take 
arms and defend our country? T o which 
we answer, If this is our country we should 
defend it to our hearts content; but hear 
what the apostle says about the Hebrew 
Brethren, Hebrews 10:34. " F o r ye had 
compassion of me in my bonds, and took 
joyfully the spoiling of your goods, 
(Why?) knowing in yourselves that ye 
have in heaven a better and enduring sub-
stance. ' ' The great trouble with the pro-
fessed people of God is that they have 
their citizenship too much here in this 
world, and their claim and attachment 
to the upper world is not as strong as it 
should be; and because of this the reason-
ing is not of Christ, but of the world. The 
Spirit of Christ has met all the arguments 
and suppositions above referred to. His 
life and labors were characterized by love 
from the beginning unto the end; and if 
any time or part of His life was offered up 
to the preparation of means to destroy the 
life of men, we may well thus engage, but 
all are free to admit that nothing of that 
kind was ever heard or known of, and 
therefore the Apostle Paul gave us the 
climax of the whole argument in Romans 
8:9, where he says, " N o w if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of h is ." This will settle the question once 
for all for those who are sincere. 
Howard, Pa. T. A. LONG. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
T H E C R O S S O F C H R I S T . 
Where is the cross of Christ in this our 
day? Is it in taking everything along, or 
is it alone in laying every thing off? There 
is much power in the cross of Christ. I 
often feel that I lose the power by not 
taking up the cross more in my daily 
conversation. I often lose power in not 
speaking for Christ when opportunity 
is granted, just on account of those who 
reject it. My prayer is, that I may over-
come that one sin which I believe is a 
great one, that we do lose so much love 
and peace just by disobeying that good 
Spirit which would have every professor of 
Christ to confess His name before man, 
for His word teaches us, that he who is 
ashamed confess Christ before man ; 
him will I be ashamed to confess before 
my Father and His holy angels. I often 
think of this poem:— 
" The Cross of Christ I'll cherish, 
Its crucifixion bear; 
All hail reproach or sorrow, 
If Jesus leads me there." 
There is also much in the valley of hu-
miliation, to get down at the foot of the 
cross, to be a separate people, to be known 
from the world that we are willing to be 
despised for the sake of Christ. 
There is a blessing for every honest 
heart that desires to do the will of God, 
for there is no crown promised without 
the cross of Christ. Christ says, " T a k e 
up the cross daily." I often fail, to my 
sorrow, neglecting those things that would 
be for the strengthening of my spirit. 
My prayer is, that I may forsake those 
things more every day, that are no food 
for the soul. 
Dear brethren and sisters, I thank my 
Savior that I have been taught true repent-
ance. Not long ago a friend and I had a 
talk on spiritual things. She said she was 
at the mourners' bench twice and received 
no benefit. She joined church, and after 
awhile she took sick, and then she felt 
that all was not well. Her faith was too 
weak. Dearly beloved, whoever reads this, 
ask yourselves the question, where does 
this lie, that so many poor souls are so 
ignorantly led to profess Christ? I pray 
you bear a little with me, I do believe it 
lies at the head of too many churches. 
The ministers of this our days do not 
come in through the door of Christ but of 
the church, and so lead many poor immor-
tal souls astray that are in the hope of 
heaven. How I often wish I could be more 
help to those in whom I can see no 
change of heart, and yet, are professors of 
Christ; but the enemy of our souls tries to 
make it appear that they will not receive 
it, but some receive it gladly. My desire 
is to be an humble follower of Christ. 
I ask an interest in the prayers of all 
God's people, that I may be faithful until 
the coming of our Lord and Savior. 
M A R Y L O N G . 
Baker s Summit, Pa. 
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T A L E N T S . 
The Savior said, ' ' For the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a man who traveling 
into a far country, delivered unto his ser-
vants his goods; to one he gave five tal-
ents, to another two, and to another one; 
to every man according to his several 
ability." 
In following the course of the parable, 
we find that it was not so much the 
amount of goods entrusted, as the use 
made of the same, which brought the re-
sults, good or evil. 
But we read; to his servants. This we 
generally apply as an individual or per-
sonal matter, which certainly is reasonable 
and allowable. Men and women have tal-
ents entrusted unto them. They may not 
apparently be of the same value, or even 
scarcely any value; but the Master would 
have them put into usury. 
There are diversities of gifts, but all by 
the same spirit, said the Apostle; and so 
we find that men's callings in life, in the 
world, and in the church, are different. 
Now to change the parable verbally, yet 
not materially, we may say: The Lord has 
delivered unto the churches talents, to be 
put to usury. 
W e may apply ' ' talents ' ' not only to 
gold and silver (of which we also should 
not be too forgetful), but the church is en-
trusted with men, the church is entrusted 
with material to work with. Oh Brethren! 
hand and foot with grave clothes), as in 
judgment against a people who knew that 
their Lord would rerquire His own ' ' with 
usury." H . N. E N G L E . 
O U R 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
L I T T L E O N E S W H O S L E E P . 
God holds fast to man, even in death. 
' ' Christ both died and rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead 
and the living." Throughout death's 
wildest storm, hope's anchor holds, for it 
"entereth into that within the vail." 
Death's prison is God's treasury. He 
garners His jewels there; and His precious 
things are mostly hidden in its gloom. 
Of all the pure, the good, the holy, the 
blood-washed, the redeemed of earth, how 
few have escaped. So great is God's 
treasury of gems and jewels there, that 
Jesus trusts to no inferior, but takes it on 
himself to bear " t h e keys of hell and of 
death." Rev. 1:18. 
In this one fact, we have great comfort. 
For when the grave opens, and we deposit 
there the blessed forms we love, it is good 
to know that its gates shall open again, 
and that, not at the command of an enemy, 
but at the bidding of a friend. For He 
who giveth life, and who giveth little ones 
to be life's solace, and life's joy has also 
given a promise to rescue them from the 
hand of the destroyer, from the shades oi 
death. " T h u s saith the Lord; a voice 
was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and 
bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her 
how long till the.^ Master^' comes from the | children, refused to be comforted for hei 
children, because they were not. Thus 
saith the Lord; refrain thy voice from 
far country ? W h a t will He ask at His 
second coming? W h a t can the church 
answer? The Lord may reasonably ask, 
where are the goods and the usury} The 
"commiss ion" was, " G o ye . " How 
about that going} Shall we go when we 
are specially urged? Shall we go when the 
message is sent, "Come over and help 
u s " ? or shall we go out of impulse, into 
the highways and hedges, where no one 
asks after God, to seek those who are yet 
afar off? Must we not confess (as a 
body) that we are too slothful concerning 
this matter of usury ? The Lord will de-
mand His own with usury. How many 
talents lie dormant in the church, from 
which we fear the world skims off the 
usury/ And if the Lord will not delay 
His coming " y e t a little while," we fear 
that He will find some men prematurely 
buried, carefully wrapped up in a napkin, 
whom He may yet call forth (being bound 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for 
thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; 
and they shall come again from the land 
of the enemy. And there is hope in thine 
end, saith the Lord, that thy children 
shall come again to their own border." 
Jer. 31:15. 
Not unto Rachel personally was this 
promise made. She had already slept for 
centuries in the tomb; but toall theweeping 
Rachels of the Israel of God, he speaks 
these blessed words of hope. For:— 
In every dwelling death's dark shadow falleth 
In silent gloom; 
Vainly the longing heart for loved ones calleth 
They do not come. 
Rachel lamenting o'er her children sleeping, 
Doth weep and mourn; 
But God hath said, refrain thy voice from 
weeping, 
They shall return. 
Beyond night 's dark and shadowy scenes of 
sadness, 
Light shall arise; 
And loving and beloved shall meet with glad-
ness, 
In paradise! 
And this thought of a cure for death by 
a return from the grave,—a remedy that 
shall be as wide and as perfect as death's 
desolation has been dark and terrible,— 
is cheering beyond, all imagination. 
" T h y children shall come again from 
the land of the enemy." There is also a 
consolation even in the midst of death's 
shadows, and that is, that death is the end 
of all the ills of mortal life. 
And when we weep over the coffin of 
some loved one, blighted like a flower in 
its putting forth, let us not forget that 
there are many others who say in their 
secret hearts, " O h , that my child had 
died in infancy; oh, that its ill-fated bark, 
tossed amid whirlpools of sin and tempests 
of temptation, had long ago found safe 
anchorage ground in some quiet little 
grave." For in this world of peril and 
pollution, of darkness and corruption, 
how many little feet go wandering in dark 
and thorny ways: how many are defiled, 
polluted, lost; and how many, groaning 
in the bitterness of sinful sorrowful lives, 
with heavy hearts and tear-dimmed eyes 
exclaim, " O h , that I were sleeping in a 
little grave, beside the loved ones who 
rest iii innocence and peace." Those 
who die early are spared such anguish as 
this, and often the grave hides those who 
might have no other hiding place from 
sore and life-long ills. Taken away from 
the evil to come, they rest in hope, beyond 
the reach of sorrow and of fear. As I 
think of the distant mound that covers my 
own blessed lamb, I say, " T h e r e is one 
which is safe. I struggle on amid the tears 
the storms, the conflicts and the trials of 
this world; I watch, I fear, I pray for those 
around me; but for that little one I have 
no anxiety. For him there are no toils 
or conflicts, no trials or temptations. All 
these are escaped. Tears shall no more 
dim those sunny eyes: pain shall no more 
mar the beauty of that placid fece. The 
woes and griefs of infancy are past, and 
the burdens of maturer Ide shall never 
press his soul; he shall never weep as I 
have wept, or know the sot Mrs that dis-
tress parental hearts. When the woman 
of Shunem had watched her only son till 
he heaved his last sigh upon her bosom, 
she laid her lifeless d r M upon a bed, and 
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made haste to find the man of God. And 
when the servant met her with the ques-
tion, " I s it well with thee: is it well with 
thy husband; is it well with the child? she 
answered, it is well!" Can we say the 
same, if death comes to our dwellings, and 
takes away those of our loved ones? And 
can we say as did Job, " T h e Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord"? But there is a 
great consolation also in this, that we need 
not part with them without hope. For 
there is a hope of meeting again, for we 
need not sorrow as those who have no 
hope; but as David said, when his child 
was dead, "Wherefore should I fast? 
Can I bring him back again? I shall 
go to him, but he shall not return to me." 
And as some are thus taken away, 
let us not forget that perhaps we must 
leave some behind, and that it is so very 
necessary that we improve our time, for it 
may not be long, until we too will be 
numbered with the dead, and then if we 
have done what we could, we will meet 
with a happy end, and can rej'oice through-
out an endless eternity.—Selected and 
written by J O H N C. D I C K . 
Osnaburg, Ohio. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
CHRISTIAN HOPE. 
W e are all walking toward a common 
tomb, yet widely different are our long-
ings, aspirations, and hopes. The desire 
for some good with at least a slight belief 
that it is obtainable is inherent in man. In 
its lapsed condition the mind of man an-
ticipates only the limited and delusive 
hopes that pertain to the things of this 
world. Job asks, ' ' Wha t is the hope of 
the hypocrite—though he hath gained— 
when God taketh away his sou l?" Such 
are ' ' strangers Irom the covenant ot prom-
ise having no hope, and without God in the 
world." 
A Christian hope is founded on a prac-
tical knowledge of salvation, and the love 
of God shed abroad in the heart. Chris-
tian hope confides in the faithfulness of 
God, and the promises of His word. 
God's promises stand with reference to 
time and eternity. Faith and hope are 
coexistent. By faith we have the assur-
ance of things hoped for, the unseen things 
of God. By hope we lay hold of and en-
joy the blessed promises of God. Faith 
helps, and hope sustains us, The object 
of hope having been seen or realized is no 
longer hope, it is fruition. W e cease to 
hope for that which we have in possession. 
The Christian is comforted in his afflic-
tion, temptations and trials, in the firm 
hope of receiving from God, all needful 
support. Without hope he could not en-
dure as seeing Him who is invisible, nor 
bear up under the afflictions and difficult-
ies of life. Says the poet: 
" W h e n floating on life's troubled sea, 
By storms and tempests driven, 
Hope, with her radiant finger points 
To brighter scenes in heaven." 
Hope is a cardinal grace of the gospel, 
and without it the Christian cannot live. 
The anticipation that we need not live al-
ways in this wilderness of trial and turmoil, 
and the prospect of future and everlasting 
glory sustains us in our trials, animates 
us in our duties, and incites us to persever-
ance and activity in contending for the 
hope that is set before us. In his epistle 
to the Colossians, the Apostle Paul en-
courages believers to be grounded and 
settled, and not be moved away from the 
/z<?/<? of the Gospel. He well knew that 
reproaches, persecution, and afflictions 
awaited the faithful followers of Christ, 
(since himself was bound with a chain for 
the hope oi Israel,) therefore he urges 
faithfulness and confidence in Him, " w h o 
for the joy that was set before him, en-
dured the cross, despised the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. ' ' In vindication of their faith and 
hope in the Gospel, the primitive Chris-
tians suffered the bitterest persecutions, 
even death itself, having hope " in a bet-
ter resurrection." The Gospel infuses 
into the mind of the believer a patient 
waiting for Christ, who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body." 
Therefore in death we need not sorrow 
for the faithful, "even as others which 
have no hope." The believer trusts in 
Christ for full and perfect salvation. 
Christ, as our covenanted Mediator, 
through His divine power and energy, 
has subdued all things unto Himself. He 
has not only through His merits delivered 
us from our degraded morality; but He is 
also the earnest and pledge, through his 
resurrection, of the complete restoration 
of our physical bodies, thereby estab-
lishing, in the mind of the true believer, 
a firm hope in the ultimate triumph of 
Christ over death and the grave, and the 
union of a spiritual nature, with a glorified 
physical, in complete blessedness as be-
fore the fall, "Eve ry man that hath this 
hope in him, purifieth himself even as He 
is pure . " S. E. GRAYBILL. 
Martinsville, Pa. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
"NO SERVANT CAN SERVE TWO 
MASTERS." 
Luke 16:13. 
W e are told by Christ and His apos-
tles, of two masters, God and the devil. 
Christ says we can not serve two masters, 
for either we will hate the one, and love 
the other, etc., which of these masters 
will we serve? Hardly any one would dare 
to say, I will serve the devil, who is an 
opposer of God and His kingdom, and a 
deceiver, who will deceive the very elect 
if possible; in short he is the enemy of all 
that is good, whom all men should resist 
steadfastly. 
And how is it, that many who pro-
fess to be servants of God and of Christ, 
are not willing to deny themselves of that 
which is highly esteemed among men, 
which is an abomination in the sight of 
God? Paul says: "Know ye not that to 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness?" Romans 
6:16. So then obedience will tell which 
master we will serve. If we claim Christ 
for our master, then let us forsake the 
other entirely, love Christ out of a 
pure heart fervently, and render our serv-
ice to Him, and hate the devil, as we can 
not serve both. 
"Dear ly beloved, I beseech you as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul." 1 Pet. 
2:11. These fleshly lusts, if not restrained, 
will lead many Christian professors after 
the fashions of the world, to be seen of 
men, and after a great many other things 
which war against the soul. 
Brethren and sisters, let us be a pecul-
iar people zealous of good works, and 
let not the world lead us, but let us lead 
the world to Christ, by our obedience to 
Christ. P E T E R F I K E . 
Dysart, Iowa. 
W H E N we are most ready to perish, 
then is God most ready to help u s .— 
Luther. 
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O W I N G to the meeting of Conference last 
week, this No. of the V I S I T O R is una-
voidably a little late, but we trust our 
subrcribers will pardon the delay, hoping 
that it may not soon occur again. 
N o w since a semi-monthly is within 
the reach of all, let us make a united ef-
fort to increase the subscription to the 
requirement as stated, in as short a time 
as possible and you shall receive the V I S -
ITOR twice a month. 
W E are under many obligations to the 
different railroad companies for the gener-
ous manner in which they treated those 
attending conference, and especially to 
the agent of the B. & O., and the C. W . 
& M. R. R. at Milford Junction, for the 
uniform courtesy shown to our people. 
Although our arrangements were not as 
thorough as we could wish, yet those 
with whom we had to deal gave us all the 
satisfaction we could desire. 
important resolutions were passed. From 
a report received of the financial condi-
tion of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR, it was 
ascertained that the paper up to this time 
had been self-sustaining, and when all 
subscriptions are fully paid will be able to 
meet all its obligations with a small mar-
gin left which we think is a good showing 
for the first nine months of its existence, 
since we have no advertisements to re-
sort to, to sustain it. 
A resolution was adopted to make a 
special effort to increase the circulation of 
the V I S I T O R to two thousand paying sub-
scribers, and so soon as the amount of 
two thousand dollars is secured either by 
subscription or by donation, the paper 
shall be issued semi-monthly. W e would 
then earnestly urge the friends of the V I S -
ITOR to make a united effort to raise that 
amount. That will enable.you to get twice 
the reading matter you have now and to 
receive the paper twice a month for the 
same money you pay now; that is, you 
will receive two papers of the same size 
every month for one dollar a year. W e 
hope t o ' hear good results from the 
friends of the enterprise during the next 
two months. 
A T a meeting of the Board of Publica-
tion held during conference some very 
Q U E R Y 1st—Dear Brother will you 
please allow me to ask, through the col-
umns of the VISITOR, where you read, 
" T h a t God cannot look upon sin with the 
least degree of allowance,'' or the nearest 
approach thereto in God's word. 
A. Z. M Y E R S . 
W e do not find the exact quotation in 
Bible language as quoted above, yet we 
find other passages that we think would 
warrant reference to the words. When 
we attempt to quote Scripture we should 
always be careful to make the quotation 
correct, and sometimes at least give refer-
ence to the chapter and verse. But 
when we use it merely as an illustration of 
the idea we want to convey, we are justi-
fiable in using language that will not do 
violence to the word of God and may not 
be quoted strictly as we read it in the 
Bible; hence the fact we think can be es-
tablished beyond controversy in the lan-
guage used by the Prophet Habakkuk, 
1st chapter and 13th verse, where we find 
language very nearly as stated in the 
query, ' ' Thou art of purer eyes than to 
behold evil, and canst not look on in-
iquity." In the language just quoted, 
it is even stronger than that referred to in 
the Brother's, query and would we think, 
warrant its use in that light. God cannot 
justify sin. He is holy, yet He loves the 
sinner. He manifested His love that 
He sent His only begotten Son into the 
world to save sinners. 
T H E Conference of Gravelton, Ind., 
closed at noon, Friday, May 18th, after a 
profitable session of less than three days. 
There were about three hundred members 
present and much business was done, we 
think satisfactorily too, considering the 
short time that we were together. Among 
the different subjects presented for con-
sideration, the most important was the 
Mission Work , which received due con-
consideration. In addition to the pres-
ent arrangement, two traveling mission-
aries were placed in the field to devote 
their time, as much as possible, wholly 
to the work. 
No especial field has yet been assigned 
to them, but among others, Michigan 
has been mentioned as a very suitable 
field for work. While we do not desire to 
be partial, yet, from what we know of the 
work that is needed and desired in certain 
localities in this state, we think no better 
field could be selected; but, probably 
other localities are equally needy and de-
sirous of receiving the Gospel from the 
standpoint, as believed and taught by our 
people. 
This arrangement does not in any way 
interfere with what has previously been 
authorized and partially at least put in 
practice; but with this additional force put 
in active service and our former arrange-
ment more fully applied, as we trust will 
be, we believe the result will be attended 
with marked and glorious results. 
The Indian Mission was also placed in 
a position to be brought into practi-
cal working order, and we hope by the 
time next General Conference meets, the 
work will be so far along i preparation 
that we can actively engage in duties per-
taining to locating and secating active 
mission work in the terra 
The arrangements for 1 ding the con-
ference at the Brethren's meeting-house, 
near Gravelton was all bat could have 
been desired. First then ras near the 
church a large and comf rtahte tabernacle 
erected, with a seating capacity ol nearly 
500, comfortably arranged with seats from 
the church and other sources. 
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The ground in the tabernacle was cov-
ered with saw dust which prevented noise 
and kept the floor dry. Then the church 
house—with a convenient cook room at-
tached—was converted into a dining-room 
arranged with large tables and comforta-
ble seats. These, with the abundance of 
provisions provided to supply the wants of 
all who attended, made it pleasant and re-
freshing. 
Lodging was arranged mainly with the 
brethren and neighbors around the church, 
but there was also convenience for sleep-
ing at the church. The Conference, we 
think, was a grand success and, consider-
ing the amount of work that was done 
and the satisfactory and harmonious ter-
mination of every case, we feel that God's 
directing spirit was in our midst to direct 
to His glory and the general good of the 
cause. Tiie Conference closed on Friday 
at noon, followed in the evening by a 
communion service. It was not our 
privilege to remain for this service much as 
we would like to have done, but the 
crowning blessing of all was reserved for 
Saturday forenoon's meeting. W e heard 
those relate who remained until Saturday 
afternoon that they were often at love-
feasts, often at warm and spiritual exper-
ience meetings, but this one exceeded all. 
It was truly a Penticostal shower. Saints 
were made to rejoice. Those who had 
grown cold in the service of the Lord 
confessed their having drifted, and sin-
ners were made to cry out for mercy. 
Praise the Lord for such glorious results! 
Our people of the northern Indiana district 
have great reasons and, no doubt, do re-
joice in the happy termination of their la-
bors. The brotherhood both North and 
South, East and West, rejoice with them. 
May God carry on the work to His 
name's glory and to the salvation of many 
souls. 
C H U R C H N E W S . 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
W H A T T H E V I S I T O R IS T O ME. 
W E , a small company of brethren and 
sisters here in Benton Co., Iowa, will hold 
a Loveieast on the 16th and 17th of June. 
The invitation is to all, brethren and sis-
ters. Can't some make it convenient to-be 
with us at the time stated above? If any 
will come, come on the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Northern R. R. to Garrison or 
on the Milwaukee & St. Paul R. R. to 
Keystone or Elberon, and inform us. W e 
will meet you at the station. 
Pysar/, Iowa, P E T E R F I K E . 
D E A R B R O T H E R S AND S I S T E R S IN 
C H R I S T : A S I am an afflicted creature, and 
have not been able to leave my bed more 
than an hour at a time, for the last six 
years being wholly deprived of the priv-
ilege of meeting with the children of God 
at public worship, you will not wonder 
when I say the V I S I T O R is a great comfort 
to me. I love to read its pages; it fills my 
soul with love when I read of those who 
have a strong desire to press onward and 
upward towards the mark of the prize of 
the high calling in Christ Jesus. When I 
see the names of dear brothers and sisters, 
whom I have met with in times past, 
though hundreds of miles separate some of 
us now in body, yet the love of God in 
our hearts seems to bind us together. Oh, 
what a flame of love it kindles within me! 
What a longing desire to meet with them 
again. It is sweet to meet while here on 
earth, but how much sweeter it will be to 
meet in Heaven where all is love, peace, 
and joy forever. Now as I said I am de-
prived of the glorious privilege of attend-
ing public worship, still I thank God who 
keepeth the brethren and sisters in re-
membrance of me, to meet occasion-
ally at my place of abode to proclaim the 
glad tidings, speak of His goodness, and 
sing praises to His holy name. This is re-
freshing to ine, I can here say with the 
poet: 
" You may value the friendship of youth and of 
age, 
And select for your comrades the noble and 
sage: 
But the friends that most cheer me on life's 
rugged road 
Are the friends of my Master, the children of 
God." 
' Tis true in all these years of trials and 
afflictions, I havf met with lonely as well 
as rejoicing seasons. Lonely very often 
since my companion has been called to 
the ministry, being obliged to spend the 
greater part of the Sabbath days alone, 
with the exceptions of my young children, 
and am not able to read a book on ac-
count of its weight. I have frequently bid 
him farewell in tears, but during his ab-
sence gave myself to prayer, asking God 
to make me contented with my lot, and say, 
' ' Not my will, but thine, O Lord, be done." 
In this I have many a time been blessed, 
and spent my Sabbath happy, rejoicing if 
he might only be the means in the hands 
of God, of leading one poor sinner to re-
pentance, 
And now while I lie here in my af-
flicted and almost helpless condition. I can 
truly say God has been good to me, I be-
lieve it is good for me to be afflicted, per-
haps it keeps my mind more from the world 
than it would otherwise be. I feel that I 
have great reason to thank Him for the 
many blessings He has bestowed upon 
me. For instance the blessing of sight, 
hearing, presence of mind, and also 
that I am able to write a few lines occa-
sionally to my beloved Christian friends, 
which gives me pleasure and helps to 
while away the time. I am happy to see 
so many taking an interest in our paper. 
May God strengthen their efforts. If any 
brother or sister is similarly afflicted, my 
prayer is that God will grant them pa-
tience and grace to hold out faithful to the 
end. I ask an interest in all your prayers. 
Your Sister in Christian bonds. 
Stayner, Out. S A R A H M C T A G G A R T . 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
O R I G I N O F T H E T U N K E R S IN 
CANADA. 
The Brethren of Canada count their 
origin from the little band who were bap-
tized and organized themselves into a 
body of Christian worshipers, near the 
Susquehanna River, Lancaster Co., Pa., 
in the year 1786 (their manner of or-
ganizing is mentioned in the Dec. No. of 
the V I S I T O R . ) 
In the year 1752 a very remarkable man 
by the name of Philip William Otterbein, 
a highly educated minister of the German 
Reformed Church, emigrated to this coun-
try and settled in Maryland, near Balti-
more. He was born at Dillenburg, Ger-
many in 1726. But soon after his arrival 
in this country, he became convinced of 
the necessity of a deeper work of grace 
than he had ever as yet experienced. He 
accordingly rested not day or night until 
he found the Lord precious to his soul in 
the full and free pardon of all his sins. He 
then commenced preaching the doctrine 
of regeneration and holiness of life, amidst 
a great deal of persecution even from 
many of his connections until he vir-
tually withdrew from his mother church, 
and commenced laboring for the conver-
sion of souls in connection with two other 
German divines, Martin Boehm and 
George Geeting, whom he found were of 
like precious faith. 
In 1784 the above mentioned Martin 
Boehm came to Donegal township, Lan-
v-
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caster Co., Pa., and commenced preach-
ing the same doctrine as a saving faith, 
which soon resulted in a great revival; 
and among the revival converts were six 
men, of whom it might be said, as it was 
of the Bereans, that they were more noble 
inasmuch as they searched the Scriptures 
daily to see whether these things were so. 
They also frequently met together to in-
terchange their views, as well as for prayer 
and praise. 
The names of the above were, Jacob 
Engel, Hans Engel, John Stern, Samuel 
Meigs, and C. Rupp, the other is not 
known to the writer, but thought by some 
to have been John Winger, who emi-
grated to Canada soon after they were 
organized or about the year 1788 and the 
founder of the Church now existing here. 
The two Engels and C. Rupp were 
their first ministers, the younger, namely 
Jacob Engel, soon gave himself up to the 
great work before him, namely the build-
ing up of the Master's cause and to en-
large the borders of Zion. He traveled 
much as an evangelist in the surrounding 
country, and established churches in dif-
ferent states, and also visited Canada 
about the year 1789. 
The above named John Winger came 
to Canada as a minister, he being or-
dained by the organized Church above 
mentioned, and invested with power to 
build and organize churches in Canada, 
which he did by bringing with him the 
same doctrine, faith and practice of his 
predecessors, and like Paul ' 'delivered it 
unto them" his successors, by preaching 
and practicing the same. The rules of faith 
and many articles written in Pennsylvania 
are now in the hands of Peter Winger, 
Stevensville, and bears reference and date 
"Donegal, September 21st 1799." This 
contains seventeen articles or decisions of 
that little Church, and was sent either by 
mail or by a special messenger as rules 
and regulations for the brethren in Can-
ada. 
It will be remembered that there were 
a few Pennsylvanians who had moved to 
Canada with John Winger, and some 
even before his arrival; and after the 
Church was organized, these rules were 
written and sent. John Winger was 
the first member in Canada. He started 
his first home and lived for a while in the 
township of Pelham, county of Welland, 
and district of Niagara as it was then 
called. After living there a few years, 
there being just then some talk of war, he 
left that neigborhood and started east in-
tending to cross the line, but was per-
suaded to remain, that he would have no 
trouble, and would be exempt from mili-
tary duty according to his conscience and 
doctrine which he held. 
He did so and took up his first pur-
chase of land at the Black Creek, town-
ship of Bertie, of 200 acres, on the 16th of 
December 1799, on the Niagara frontier, 
in the county of Welland, where he lived 
until death, which took place in the year 
1827, he being Elder and overseer thirty-
nine years. A dim moss-covered stone 
marks his grave on the bank of the Black 
Creek. In the early part of his life in 
Canada, Bro. Winger had very many hard-
ships and discouragements to face, there 
being at times hostilities between nations, 
the country being newly settled, the roads 
and convenience for traveling being against 
him, his visits on mission work had to be 
made either on foot or horseback. Yet in 
all his hardships he succeeded, and was 
the means of establishing churches in dif-
ferent parts according to the doctrine of 
the Bible, and with all the difficulties he 
had to undergo, he received protection 
and enjoyed liberty to carry out his faith 
and practice according to the dictates of 
his conscience. Not believing it right or 
according to gospel to bear arms or go to 
war, he was called before the government 
to give a statement and confession of his 
faith, which he did to the satisfaction of 
the rulers; and upon the confession of 
his faith, he was acknowlged as Elder, 
and registered as a church by the name 
"Tunkers , " he being the first and only 
Elder in Canada by that name. He was 
at the same time authorized to solemnize 
marriages, whereas in a time previous, 
the solemnizing of marriages was wholy 
confined to the Church of England clergy. 
He in his confession said to the rulers, 
that his conscience did not allow him to 
bear arms and go to war. Then they 
granted unto him the benefits of the ex-
empt law which was made in the 48th 
year of King George the III . 1808, in 
which Bro. Winger and those of like 
preeious faith were exempt from military 
duty, under the conditions provided in 
said act. " T h a t in time of peace each 
member was to pay 20 shillings yearly, 
and in time of actual invasion and insur-
rection the sum of £ 5 . " (This clause of 
paying tribute was afterward amended, so 
that it is not necessary to pay such sums 
now though exempt all the same.) Then 
Bro. Winger said to the rulers, " H o w is it 
with our children, we do not take them 
into the Church as members before they 
are converted." The rulers then an-
swered, if they will also comply with the 
same rules and conditions, that is, to be 
a peculiar people, practice non-conformity 
to the world, and have nothing to do with 
political matters, they shall also be free. 
This amendment of the act was passed in 
the 50th year of the reign of George III . 
1810, which gives the same privilege to 
minor children not members of the non-
resistant societies, that govern themselves 
according to said act. A. BEARSS. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
C H R I S T I A N D U T I E S A N D PRIVI-
L E G E S . 
Dear brethren and sisters, and all who 
read the VISITOR, having some spare mo-
ments, I will try to improve them, by 
writing a few thoughts that present them-
selves on the subject heading this ar-
ticle. But feeling myself incompetent and 
unworthy for this work, I will attempt 
it only in the name of Jesus, knowing 
that without His help and the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit our work will be a fail-
ure. I will, in th 1 first place, give a little 
of my experience or conversion. 
The Spirit of grace convicted me of sin 
and a judgment to come, while in my 
youth, and I felt that I should give my 
heart to God; but, like a great many oth-
ers, I put Him off for a more convenient 
season, thinking that I was too young to 
make a public profession of religion. I 
still feared lest I should go too far into sin, 
and did not want to do anything which 
seemed very sinful, but had not always 
power to resist the temptation. At times 
I would be sorry and in a manner repent, 
and acknowledge wrongs; but it pleased 
the Lord to convict me from time to time, 
until I was almost seventeen years of age, 
when my feelings were so much aroused 
on the subject, that I became sin-sick and 
desired to be made free from the bondage 
of sin. It was then that I felt weary and 
heavy laden, and began to seek for a 
change of heart, a pardon for sin. When I 
came to God as a sinner, but willing to 
forsake the things that were sinful to me, 
He did not cast me off, although I did 
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not realize the change or receive the 
blessing which I had expected to receive 
when I came to Jesus. I wanted to feel 
my sins like a mountain upon me, and 
then receive a very bright evidence of ac-
ceptance with God; but I did not attain 
to such a degree of bliss and ecstacy of 
joy as many others have experienced, yet 
I had the consciousness of pardon and 
could realize the love of God in my heart 
which caused peace and happiness. I now 
loved the people of God; all fear of death 
and the judgment was removed, and I 
could hold sweet communion with God. 
My feelings were aroused for those yet in 
their sins, and I received a missionary 
spirit which I cherish to-day. Singing the 
songs of Zion was now my delight, es-
pecially that good old hymn : 
"O, how happy are they, 
Who their Savior obey; 
And have laid up their treasures above." 
I will not dwell on my Christian ex-
perience since my conversion, only in a 
few words say that grace has brought me 
on thus far, and I trust that grace will 
lead me home. It is true I have had many 
conflicts — fightings without and fears 
within—yet I have also been permitted to 
realize many mercies and blessings from a 
kind heavenly Father. I feel as if I had 
received but one talent and have not 
been so willing to improve this as duty 
demands. 
There are many duties which it be-
comes the Christian to perform; and some-
times they may seem a task to us, but let 
us look at the bright side, and see if they 
will not appear to us as blessed privileges 
to help us on to God. Now let us look at a 
few. First, at the duty of prayer. W e are 
commanded to "watch and pray, lest we 
enter into temptation." While this is a 
duty, it is also one of the greatest privi-
leges which we can enjoy. 
Ah ! whither could we flee for aid, 
When tempted, desolate, dismayed! 
Or how the hosts of hell defeat, 
Had suffering saints no merey-seat ? 
How thankful we should be that we can 
come to a throne of grace, to tell Jesus 
all our wants and cast upon Him all our 
cires, having the promise that He will 
answer our cries and grant our requests. 
It also is the Christian's duty to read the 
Word of God, for the Savior had said, 
"Search the Scriptures," 
Now this is a very important duty and 
a glorious privilege for the child of God, 
tor God's word is the guide by which we 
shall find the way to heaven. Wha t a 
blessing that we were born in a land of 
Bibles! Let us make the study ol God's 
word a delight, and thank Him daily for 
this treasure. It is also the Christian's 
duty to confess the Lord Jesus openly be-
fore the world, then He has also promised 
to confess us before His Heavenly Father 
and the holy angels. O, what a promise 
from the lips of One, who cannot lie, to 
be confessed or owned by the King of 
kings and Lord of lords! May we confess 
Him not only in word, but in deed and in 
truth. 
It is no.t hard to confess a friend whom 
we dearly love. It is the Christian's duty 
to forgive those who have done him an 
injury; for Jesus said, "If ye forgive not 
men their trespasses, neither will your 
Heavenly Father forgive you." Now we 
know that we all need forgiveness, and 
we want God to forgive us our evil deeds. 
What a blessed privilege, therefore, to 
forgive one another, that God for Christ's 
sake will be gracious to us also. May we 
then cherish more and more the spirit of 
forgiveness. 
The duty of humility is also plainly 
taught in God's word. Various passages 
might here be given which were uttered 
by the Savior himself, and others given 
by the apostles, which teach humility. I 
will refer to only one of these found in 
the epistle of Paul to the Romans, 12:16, 
which reads thus: "Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate." 
While this is a duty for us to discharge, 
it also comes to us as a high privilege if 
we view it in the right light. If the pas-
sage would read, mind high things, but 
do not condescend to men of low estate, 
then those that are in lowly and humble 
circumstances would not be recognized. 
But, blessed be God, for making the 
way open for all to walk together on this 
king's high-way. 
Those who are favored with a large 
amount of this world good's, should not 
think it a shame or reproach to conde-
scend to sympathize with the lowly. Yea, 
they should think it a great privilege to 
thus imitate their Master's example. If 
we are in possession of this humble spirit, 
we will manifest it in our appearance in-
stead of striving to conform to that which 
is in high esteem in the world. W e will 
seek to conform our lives to that which 
belongs to godliness, and that is great 
gain to us. 
There are so many things which pre-
sent themselves to us on the subject of du-
ties and privileges, that we are not able to 
speak of them all; but I will call attention 
to one more as the last, but not the least, 
namely, the duty which we as a Church 
owe to the unsaved and those who are in 
heathen darkness. " A n d He said unto 
them, Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature." Mark 16:15. 
Those words being spoken by our blessed 
Master, into whose hands the Father had 
given all power in heaven and upon earth, 
come to us with a great deal of authority. 
I am glad to notice that the Church is 
more awakened on this subject, than in 
years of the past, and I am glad also that 
the privileges are better. Now may we 
not only be aroused to a sense of our 
duty, but may we 
"Do with our might 
What our hands find to do." 
Let us not withhold our dues, but let us 
think it a great privilege to contribute of 
our means for this noble work, and lay up 
treasures in heaven. If one soul is of more 
value than the whole world, we should put 
forth earnest efforts to 
" Rescue the perishing 
And care for the dying." 
The fields are now white to harvest. O 
watchman, 
"Thrust in your sharpened sickle; 
And gather in the grain, 
The night is fast approaching, 
And soon will come again, 
"Thy Master calls for reapers, 
And shall he call in vain ? 
Shall sheaves lie there ungathered, 
And waste upon the plain ?" 
A great deal might yet be said on this 
subject, but if we all take heed to the first 
two duties referred to in this article, v. e 
will no doubt see our relation to the cause 
of missions. In conclusion, I sincerely 
crave an interest in your prayers in my 
behalf, that I may be able to say from the 
heart, "Thy will, O God, be done." May 
God bless you with the riches of his 
grace is my prayer. 
M A R Y A. B O W E R S . 
Shi rem a?i town, Pa. 
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PEACE. 
As flows the river, 
Calm and deep, 
In silence toward the sea; 
So floweth ever, 
And ceaseth never, 
The love of God to me. 
He kindly keepeth 
Those He loveth, 
Secure from every fear; 
From the eye that weepelh, 
For one that sleepeth, 
He gently dries the tear. 
What peace He bringeth 
To my heart, 
Deep as the soundless sea; 
How sweetly singeth 
The soul that clingeth, 
My loving Lord, to Thee. 
How calm at even 
Sinks the sun 
Beyond the clouded west; 
So tempest-driven 
Into the heaven, 
I reach the longed-for rest. 
M R S . E L I Z A B E T H D I X O N . 
Springfield, O. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
Z E A L T O W A R D GOD. 
To be zealous toward God is inevitably 
the duty of every child of God. But it is 
necessary that the zeal be examined and 
see if it be according to knowledge. For 
it is possible that a zeal may be exhibited 
which is not according to knowledge. 
For the Apostle Paul in expressing a de-
sire that Israel might be saved said, " I 
bear them record that they have a zeal of 
God but not according to knowledge." 
Rom. 10:2. And again Paul testifies to a 
"zeal toward G o d " which he himself 
had in his Jewish faith. (Acts 22:3.) But 
in the very act of bringing that zeal into ex-
ecution he found himself engaged in work-
ing against God and His cause. But God 
stopped his blind zeal by letting the rays 
of the Sun of righteousness beam upon 
him so powerfully, that he lell to the 
earth, and under this powerful conviction 
his will was fully subdued to the will of 
God. Paul himself testified and said how 
that Jesus had appeared to him in the 
way for a purpose, even that He would 
send him to the Gentiles. And he further 
said, ' ' I was not disobedient to the heav-
enly vision." (Acts 26:16, 19.) And 
Saul of Tarsus changed his life course and 
became a missionary for Christ, and now 
exhibited a zeal which ran parallel with 
the will of God. When God purposes a 
work H e will bring it about, but some-
times it takes some time to bring the 
minds of His people into submissiveness 
to His will and purpose, so as to become 
instrumental in His hands to accomplish 
the work He has in view. God purposes 
that His Gospel should be preached to 
"al l nations," (Matt. 28:19.) and there-
fore does He put it into the hearts of such 
who have a true zeal toward God and 
have the souls of men at heart, to work 
up the missionary Spirit. 
I would not here be understood to say 
that all who have not this missionary 
Spirit are not sincere, by no means, but 
I feel to say, that all are not awake to the 
responsibility resting upon them concern-
ing the spread of the Gospel. Some 
may think that this is the minister's 
work alone. But this is why the cause is 
not advanced more. It requires the 
prayerful and sincere co-operation of the 
whole Church in order to advance the 
Gospel of Christ successfully. It is said, 
"Union is strength." and therefore the 
Apostle's admonition, " endeavor to keep 
the unity of the Spirit." Eph. 4:3 . This 
means a real Gospel unity, and where 
there is unity there may we look for suc-
cess. W e should then as followers of our 
Savior's precepts be active in the Savior's 
command where He said, " G o ye there-
fore and teach all nations." But we are 
so apt, when we look at this command, to 
think that it is going to send us right out 
to foreign lands, and because we have not 
means nor education to accomplish this, 
that we are deprived of doing anything. 
Perhaps it would be well if we could do 
something in this way. But let us do what 
we can, there is much work which could 
be done if a united effort were put forth. 
Consider our Savior's sacrifice how He 
left His heavenly throne, " thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, but made 
Himself of no reputation and took upon 
Himself the form of a servant." Phil. 
2:6, 7. And as long as He was on His 
mission He ceased not to teach the people 
the way to Heaven. He did not abide in 
one place but went about doing good, and 
we are to have this mind in us which was 
also in Christ Jesus. W e are to be His 
followers both by precept and example. 
I say if we take those thoughts into due 
consideration, we are truly made to feel 
that a great work is involved upon the 
Church which should not be passed over 
so lightly. 
I would say in conclusion that nothing 
short of a true zeal toward God and His 
cause in the hearts of His people will ac-
complish much good in the way of evangel-
izing the world. Therefore let every de-
voted heart be lifted up in prayer to God 
for the advancement of His cause. 
J O H N R E I C H A R D . 
Fordwich. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
SPRING. 
Dear readers, I feel like writing a few 
lines for the "Vis i to r" this beautiful 
morning concerning Spring, the most 
beautiful season of the year, it appears to 
me, when God bids nature to come 
forth in all its splendor. Lovely Spring is 
here again, with all its loveliness, its 
beauty and granduer. Behold the good-
ness of God! Do we not feel to exclaim, 
" W h a t is man that thou art mindful ol 
him? And the Son of man that thou 
vintest h i m ? " And should not our 
hearts be awakened to praise God for 
His goodness, mercy, and love unto us, 
that He permits us again to behold this 
beautiful scenery? The grass, the waving 
grains, the budding and blooming fruit 
trees, whose tops are filled with the music 
of little birds, warbling forth their songs 
of praise to Him who made them, and 
filling the air with sweetest melody are 
ours to enjoy. Have we not the greatest 
reasons to pour forth our most heartfelt 
thanks, and praises to Him w^ho has made 
all these things? The earth with all its full-
ness for our comfort and benefit, every 
thing around us, with the refreshing 
showers, declare that God is good; and 
as this beautiful season of the year has 
again returned, it has brought us so 
much nearer to our journey's end. W e 
must all pass away one after another, but 
we cannot return again like the seasons. 
Dearly beloved, while this is a beauti-
ful world, we should not forget or lose 
sight of that eternal home, which is be-
yond this vale of tears and far more 
beautiful than this world, which is pre-
pared only for those who are willing to 
love and serve the Lord. O methinks it 
is worth while striving to gain an en-
trance into that world of glory, where 
all is peace, joy, and happiness. 
A. H U R S H , 
% 
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For the Evangelical Visitor. 
AN ADMONITION. 
In looking over the brethren's directory, 
I noticed that in some places there were 
few members, and I felt that I ought to 
write some words of encouragement to 
them. There are some members who do 
not often get to meeting, and do not enjoy 
the privileges that we do, and we hope 
the V I S I T O R will prove a blessing to them. 
W e would like to hear through its columns, 
how they are getting along on the narrow 
way that leads to eternal glory. W e are 
pilgrims on the way to a. better world; 
and O, how happy we will be if we reach 
that glorious place! W e shall then enjoy 
the company of the saints and shall not 
feel lonely any more. O! think of the 
glorious company that will be there. Our 
dear Savior will be there, He who hath 
done so much for us, who hath suffered 
and died for us that we might be happy 
forever. 
The apostles, the patriachs, prophets 
and the martyrs will be there. All the 
children of God who hold out faithful will 
be there; and all the holy angels and the 
little children will be there—those who 
have died in their innocency; and if we 
are the Lord's and hold out faithful we 
will before long join that company. Let 
us be earnest in the great work of the 
salvation of souls. The vanities of this 
world will soon pass away. Let us there-
fore place our affections on things above, 
let not the trials and difficulties with which 
we meet in our pilgrim's path discourage 
us. It will not be long until our trial's will 
cease, and then there will be eternal peace 
and joy. But if we would get weary of the 
way and permit the enemy of souls to lead 
us astray and die in that condition, we 
would be eternally miserable and have for 
our company such as are described in 
Rev. 21:8. 
O! brethren and sisters, be faithful, 
stand up for Jesus, 
" Never be afraid to speak for Jesus; 
Think how much a word can do, 
Never be afraid to own your Savior, 
He who loves and cares for you." 
Do not indulge in any thing with which 
your Savior would not be pleased, and do 
not go anywhere that He would not ac-
company you. Be humble, for God 
giveth grace to the humble. Follow Je-
sus in His footsteps, read the word of God 
regularly and let nothing hinder you from 
it when you are well; and if you become 
ill, these precious words will be a great 
comfort to you. When we come down to 
the valley ot death, we can say with the 
Psalmist, "Thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me , " Ps. 23. I wish you all the 
grace of God and hope to meet you all 
before the throne of God and of the Lamb 
and so be forever with the Lord. 
Upton, Pa. A. M. 
.«jfr » pH 
For the L^vangelieal Visitor. 
A CLEAN H E A R T . 
"Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
and renew a right spirit within me." 
P s . 51:10. 
In the Savior's time there was a class 
of people who tried to disfigure themselves 
when in the assemblage of worshipers. 
Their outward appearance was in ac-
cordance with the Christian professors. 
The Savior did not only look at the out-
ward appearance but at the heart. 
The Savior said upon one occasion 
in Matt. 7:15, that they were to "beware 
of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves." 
How necessary it is that we examine 
ourselves, to see whether the heart is 
clean; for the Lord wants a clean and per-
fect heart. I fear that I have only the 
form which the Church upholds, or in 
other words, my heart does not accord 
with my outward appearance. I often 
wish that when I speak for the cause of 
Christ, I might speak such words that 
originate in the heart; for when the love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts, oh! 
what joy and happiness we can realize, 
not only in meetings, but at home when 
we are among our fellow-men; there is 
one oi the hard battles with which I have 
to fight. I must be on my guard, for 
" Satan with malicious art watches each 
unguarded heart." 
When I started out for the Kingdom I 
had pretty easy traveling, as I was young 
at that time. I find since I am growing 
older in years that I have more to con-
tend with. 
There is no standing still in this work, 
for we are to move onward and upward 
ever "looking unto Jesus who is the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the 
Cross, despised the shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of God. ' ' 
Belle Springs, Kan. P. G. II . 
N E I T H E R . 
"Well, I cannot understand why a man 
who has tried to lead a good moral life, 
should not stand a better chance of heaven 
than a wicked one," said a lady, afewdays 
ago, in a conversation with others about 
the matter of salvation. 
"Simply for this cause," answered one; 
"Suppose you and I wanted to go into a 
place of amusement where the admis-
sion was a dollar; you have half a dollar, 
and I have nothing. Which would stand 
the better chance of admission ? 
"Nei ther . " 
"Just so; and, therefore, the moral 
man stands no better chance than the 
outbreaking sinner. But now suppose a 
kind and rich person who saw our per-
plexity presented a ticket of admission to 
each of us at his own expense! Wha t 
then?" 
"Well, then, we could both go in alike; 
that is clear." 
"Thus, when the Savior saw our per-
plexity, he came, he died, and thus 'ob-
tained eternal redemption for us,' and now 
he offers you and me a free ticket. Only 
take care that your half a dollar does not 
make you proud enough to refuse the 
free ticket, and so be refused admittance 
at last."— Sel. 
For the Evangelical Visitor 
LAYING A S I D E . 
"Wherefore laying aside all mal-
ice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speaking." 1 Pet. 
2:1. 
In this portion of God's word, Peter 
speaks to the children of God about five 
different evils. In the first place where 
Peter says, "Lay ing aside all malice," it 
is evident, that if we lay anything aside, 
it implies not to make use of that which 
we have laid aside for the time being. 
Thus you see the apostle wants to convey 
the same idea to us, that we should not 
make use of these evils while here in ex-
istence in the service of God; and not to 
have any malice, or hatred, towards one 
another, but to be kind, affectionate, lov-
ing, and forbeariug to one another, and to 
be forgiving one to another, " If any man 
have a quarrel against any; even as Christ 
forgives you, so also do ye . ' ' 
In the second place, Peter tells us to 
" l ay aside all guile." In the German it 
says " u n d alien Betrug." Hence we 
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should be careful about what we say or 
do, for guile is certainly one of the great-
est evils to which we can be addicted. 
W e can be deceitful in different ways. No 
wonder that the prophet says, " Speak 
ye every man the truth to his neighbor," 
and no wonder Paul says that we should 
" speak the truth in love." Dear breth-
ren and sisters, this we should certainly 
do; but if we, through the deceitfulness of 
sin, should get into a fault, we should al-
ways be ready to acknowledge our fault; 
for it is indeed more Christ-like to ac-
knowledge our faults than to deny them, 
for herein lies the mystery of religion. 
When we are willing to humble ourselves, 
it proves that we have in a great meas-
ure, the love of God shed abroad in our 
souls; but if we are self-willed, and not 
willing to humble ourselves, it proves 
that we are destitute of the love of God. 
In the third place, Peter says that we 
should lay aside all hypocrisies. Christ, 
when here upon earth, pronounced woe 
unto the hypocrites. A hypocrite is one 
who professes to be a Christian but in re-
ality is not. Now we can be a hypocrite 
in more ways than one. One of the most 
deceitful ways is to appear outwardly kind 
and friendly, but inwardly we are like ra-
venous wolves. Dear reader, whoever 
you are, let us examine ourselves, and if 
we find anything oi the kind within us, 
let us take the apostle's advice and lay it 
aside. 
In the fourth place, we should lay aside 
all envies. W e know that the superior is 
always envied by the inferior. Men that 
hold a high position in the world are envied 
by those who hold no important position. 
It should not be so among us. But it 
also very often occurs, that people who 
hold a prominent position, envy those 
who hold no position on account of the 
gifts that such persons possess; for they 
are afraid lest those will rise to usefulness, 
favor and honor, with God and man, and 
that they themselves be lost in obscurity. 
This we see plainly set forth in the case 
of Saul and David. When David behaved 
himself wisely, when everybody spoke 
well of him, and when the people sang in 
dances and said, "Saul has slain his 
thousands and David ten thousands," it 
was then that Saul was wroth, and said, 
" A n d what can he have more but the 
k ingdom?" and from that time Saul 
sought to destroy David. 
In the fifth place Peter says that we 
should lay aside all evil speaking. This 
simply implies that we should speak noth-
ing of one another, but what is true. 
Sometimes we hear the remark that if we 
cannot speak well of others, better not 
speak of them at all. This would indeed 
be a good rule for us all to observe. But 
should any one be so unfortunate as to do 
something which would not be commend-
able, we might not be able to refrain at all 
times from speaking of it. But in speak-
ing of this act, we should not speak of it 
with delight, or as if it gratified us; nor 
should we speak of that unfortunate per-
son in the way of derision or with the in-
tention of injuring him. If we speak at 
all, let it be in the way of sympathy for 
him who has not behaved wisely, and of 
warning unto us, watching our own con-
duct lest we also do that which is not 
proper. Evil speaking also embraces vain 
and vulgar language; and we are told by 
the apostle that we have to give an ac-
count of every idle word. This being 
the case, how careful we should watch 
over our- words, lest we should be found 
wanting at the great day of accounts. 
C H A R L E S BAKER. 
Nottawa, Ont. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
R E T A L I A T I O N . 
Under the Jewish dispensation, retalia-
tion was allowable—yea, even obligatory 
—as we learn in Leviticus 24:20, " Breach 
for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth." 
When a man maliciously hurt his neigh-
bor, the injured one had a legal right to 
pay him back in the same kind of change; 
and this manner of settlement agreed very 
well with human nature at the time the 
Law was given, and unfortunately, it 
agrees a little too well with many pro-
fessed followers of our new Law-giver, 
Jesus. In remodeling the law, on this 
particular point, He has changed it dia-
metrically to the opposite. 
In Matthew 5:39. after referring to this 
part of the Old law he says, " B u t I say 
unto you that ye resist not evil; but who-
soever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also." This teaches 
meekness, mildness, and forbearance. 
Jesus also teaches, that if our brother 
trespass against us, we are to go and tell 
him his fault between us and him alone. 
Now it sometimes so happens that a tres-
passing brother is met and kindly admon-
ished, and exactly in the manner taught 
by the Savior; and while he—the tres-
passing brother—affects to hear and ac-
cept the admonition, he will at once scan 
the walk and conduct of his reprover, 
and if he can see anything at all faulty in 
it, he will exultingly hold it up before 
him, as much as to say: There now I 
am about even with you. You are ?iot so 
much better than I am after all. Sweep a 
little before your own door too! Such 
deportment manifests a spirit oi retaliation, 
bordering on revenge, and it is not the 
spirit of Christ. 
The conclusion arrived at is, that if a 
brother admonishes us, and we see that 
he is justified in doing so, we should not 
look for something to throw back at him 
to get even. Far more good will result 
by penitently accepting the admonition, 
and letting considerable time pass for 
meditation and prayer before trying to 
get even. C. S T O N E R . 
Polo, 111. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, 
COME. 
"And ye will not come to me, that 
ye might have life." John 5:40. 
These words were spoken to the Jews 
as a reproof over eighteen hundred years 
ago. And history informs us, that the 
same hostility is higher or more rooted in 
their hearts . to day than it was in the 
time of our Savior. 
In this nineteeth century it is very 
obvious that many people are standing in 
there own light.—What a pity when peo-
ple take a stand against the plain com-
mands of God's word. Let us read the 
thirty ninth verse. 
"Search the scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of m e . " " A n d ye will 
not come to me (our Savior) that ye might 
have life." 
With all the reasoning our Savior 
could bring before the Jews, they would 
not come to Him. No doubt the Jews 
thought they were good enough without 
Christ. That leeling is becoming quite 
prevalent nowadays, and if they are not 
Jews, they come very near to them. 
O, what a mistake and pity it is 
when people will not come to Christ. 
When the invitations are so many and so 
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free: These words we find in the last 
chapter and the seventeenth verse of the 
good Book. " A n d the Spirit, and the 
bride say, Come: And let him that heareth 
say, Come: And let him that is athirst 
come: And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.'' 
When God in His wise providence 
created man, He had full control of his 
will: and could eat or not of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. Now Adam 
was a representative of all the people that 
ever lived, or will live, and when he fell 
we all fell. I have often heard the remark 
what a mistake Adam made when he ate 
of the forbidden fruit. However, I don't 
think Adam made as big a mistake as 
some say, or think, he did: Our text says: 
" A n d ye will riot come to me, that ye 
might have life."—O, if people would 
only give ear to what the Spirit says! 
" T o him that overcometh will I give 
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God." Here we 
see that we can get back again into Para-
dise, and be with, and like Jesus, and not 
like Adam, providing we are not too 
much like the Jews were, and think that 
we are good enough without Christ. 
Him who represented all power, both 
in heaven and on earth says with au-
thori ty—"I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: No man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me . " 
Dear reader, whoever or wherever you 
may be, think not that some one else will 
do this work for you. If you have not ac-
cepted Christ, it is because you don' t want 
Him to rule and reign supremely in your 
heart. For He says,—I have no pleasure 
in the death of the sinner,—neither in his 
life. And, dear reader, let me say it is 
much easier to be a Christian, than it is 
to be a sinner, and more than that, it is 
much more respectable. I never was 
ashamed of my religion when I took 
Christ with me; I am sure He always 
wants to go with me; and if we go any 
where without Christ, we grieve the Holy 
Spirit, and that we should not do. 
Methinks if we would consider what it 
cost, both in suffering, and in glory as it 
was between the Father and the Son, 
we would often be more careful how we 
grieve the Holy Spirit, which ceases to 
be our comforter when grieved too much 
and too long.—Please don't forget.—The 
words often come to my mind which we 
find recorded in Luke 13. 
" O ferusalem, ferusalem, which kill-
est the prophets, and stonest them that 
are sent unto thee: How often would I 
have gathered thy children together, as a 
hen doth gather her brood under her 
wings and ye would not! Behold your 
house is leit unto you desolate: and verily 
I say unto you, Ye shall not see me until 
the time come when ye shall say, Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord ." 
In conclusion I will say, what should 
hinder us from coming in the name of the 
Lord. 
"Though all thy friends turn foes, 
And Satan threats and storms, 
He gently guards, and always knows 
To keep you safe from harm." 
Hope, Kan. D. B. K E E P O R T S . 
" I AM the way, the truth, and the life." 
Without the way, there is no going; with-
out the truth, there is no knowing; with-
out the life, there is no living. 1 am the 
way, which thou oughtest to follow; the 
truth, which thou oughtest to trust; the 
life, which thou oughtest to hope tor. / 
am the way inviolable, the truth infallible, 
the life that cannot end. I am the straitest 
way, the highest truth, the truest life, the 
blessed life, the life uncreated.—Kemp is. 
Y O U T H ' S DEPARTMENT. 
W O R K F O R T H E L O R D . 
Out of love for my Heavenly Father, 
and obedience to His will, I will try to 
write a few lines for the VISITOR . I think 
that we, as the young in the service of 
God, should be more engaged in this di-
rection. W e may feel our weakness and 
inability, but let us trust in Him who has 
promised to b ; mighty in the weak and 
endeavor to improve the talent which the 
Lord has given us (though we may pos-
sess but one), that when He returns He 
may receive His own with usury. May 
the Lord help us to make use of every 
means of grace which is given us, that 
much good may be done in the cause of 
Christ. 
W e cannot do too much for the Lord; 
for when we have done all we can, we 
are as "unprofitable servants" and have 
only done that which was our duty to do. 
The harvest truly is plenteous and the la-
borers are few. Let us then be more zeal-
ous in working for the Master, and do all 
things to the honor and glory of God, 
keeping ourselves " unspotted from the 
world" that when our labors here are 
ended, we may be worthy of an eternal 
home in heaven. 
How thankful we should be for the 
many precious promises God has given to 
all the faithful! 
O! let us be more true to^God and live 
nearer to Him each day that we may 
grow in grace and the knowledge of the 
truth, "for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee." (Hebrew 
13:5.) 
If we are only willing to follow the Lord 
in all His appointed ways, He will lead 
and guide us into all truth and righteous-
ness, and we shall dwell with Him in the 
regions of bliss through all the ceaseless 
ages of eternity. 
"Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip." (Heb. 2:1.) 
" For whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all ." (Jam. 2:10.) Weil might 
we say with the poet: 
"How careful then, ought I to live! 
With what religious fear! 
Who such a strict account must give 
For my behavior here." 
The grace of God is sufficient for us. 
" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and grace to help in time of need." 
(Heb. 4:16.) 
EMMA H A R T M A N . 
North Hampton, O. 
T H E E X P E R I E N C E O F A YOUNG 
S I S T E R . 
I was much pleased to notice in the 
V I S I T O R a Youth's Department, thus 
making the paper interesting both to the 
young and old. The next thought was 
that I should write my experience; but as 
I began to reason and thought how many 
others have better experiences than I, and 
are better qualified for the same, I almost 
gave up the idea, but again I thought, if 
all would reason in that way, we would 
have no church paper; so I concluded to 
do the best I can. 
When I was about fourteen years of 
age, I heard the Lord call. It seemed as 
if something said, go and pray. It seemed 
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very strange to me that I should pray in 
daytime, as I had only been accustomed 
to repeat the Lord's prayer in the evening 
before retiring, but I had no rest. I stood 
for a moment, then fell upon my knees 
and poured my heart out bef< re the Lord 
and asked Him what I should do, when I 
heard a voice whisper softly to me, Go to 
thy mother and ask forgiveness where 
thou hast done wrong; when I obeyed, 
that voice seemed to say, Go also to thy 
father. The cross seemed heavy, but I 
wanted to be a child of God, and I knew 
that unless I would obey, He would not 
accept me. And thus the Spirit led me 
from one thing to another, until I was 
made to feel happy. I felt as I had never 
felt before. I now knew that my sins were 
forgiven, and I could now express myself 
with the Apostle, " O l d things have 
passed away, and behold all things have 
become new." 2 Cor. 5:17. 
But I did not always feel so happy. 
I found that the way the Lord would lead 
was a narrow way; and as I began to read 
the Scriptures, I saw that after we be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and are 
converted, we should also obey in bap-
tism. This I did not want to hear. I 
would close my book and try to think of 
something else. Thus I put it off from 
time to time, until sickness came over 
me; and O, what a dread I had, all be-
cause I would not obey! I thought if 
only I could die, I would be glad; but 
again I would ask myself, Am I prepared? 
When baptism would come to my mind, 
I felt it a duty to be baptized, so I began 
to seek a way of my own. I would look 
at this person and that person who were 
• sprinkled and would think how much 
easier that would be than to go down 
into the water. But again I would read 
the Scriptures and could find nothing of 
that kind. The Savior Himself, who came 
to set us an example, went down into the 
water and was baptized of John in Jor-
dan. Mark 19. Why should I not follow 
Him ? Still I would not say, I will obey, 
until the Lord took special means to 
make me willing. One day as I was sit-
ting in my school-room, a storm came up 
and the fear that I once had of thunder 
and lightning—which the Lord had re-
moved—now came back again. I felt as 
if I would be struck, and before I knew 
what I was doing I dropped my head 
upon the desk and asked what this meant. 
T h e Spirit again reminded me of baptism. 
I then promised that if the Lord would 
remove this fear, I would obey, and all" 
honor be to Him for the same. He has 
once more restored my health that I can 
better prepare to meet Him. 
Now I would say to all who read this, 
if you feel it a duty, not only in baptism 
but in whatever it m ty be, do not put it 
off. Perhaps you may feel that you 
should write an article for the V I S I T O R ; 
or, if you are not in favor of the paper, 
think of the Savior. He did good where-
ever He could; and as long as that is the 
motive, can we not lend a helping hand? 
Why should not we, the young as well as 
the old, have our hearts filled with love, 
words, and wisdom from above, that the 
Youth's Department might be filled with 
words and lines written from the hands 
of the young? 
Brethren and sisters, pray for me that 
I maybe a true humble, and upright child 
of God. 
Come and let us labor, 
There is work for all. 
Come while the day is dawning, 
K'er darkness should fall. 
S U D I E J. L O N G . 
Howard, Pa. 
O B I T U A R I E S . 
D I E D , April 23, 18S8, in Ness Co., 
Kan., of brain fever, Emma G. Haldeman, 
daughter of Jacob Haldeman, aged 17 
years and 18 days. Her remains were 
brought to Morrill, Brown Co., Kan., and 
buried in the graveyard there. Funeral 
services by the Brethren from Job 14. 
About a year ago this dear young soul 
felt her need of a Savior and yielded to 
His loving call. She formerly lived in 
Brown Co., but came to Jesus in Ness 
Co. She seemed very much in earnest in 
serving the Lord. In letters written to 
her youthful mates, she admonished them 
very earnestly to take up their cross to 
work for Jesus. She made application for 
church membership shortly before her 
death, and no doubt would have been re-
ceived soon. Shortly before her death 
she said she heard bells ringing and the 
angels singing, and we trust she now is in 
the kingdom of glory. How much we 
may learn from God's little ones. 
J. II . BVER, J R . 
Hamlin, Kan. 
D I E D , at West Willow, Lancaster Co., 
Pa., May 6th, 1888, of apoplexy, Bro, 
John Shaub, in his seventy-ninth year. 
Services by the local Brethren. Text, 
Heb. 9:27, 28. S. E. G. 
The word has just come to us that El-
der James Ouinter died on Saturday last, 
19th ins t , while engaged in prayer in the 
German Baptist Tabernacle at the Annual 
Meeting near Manchester, Ind. W e do 
not know the particulars of his death, and 
will not in time for this number of the 
VISITOR. But we cannot pass by so 
marked an event in the history of the 
Church and of Christianity, as the death 
of so eminent a person as Elder Ouinter. 
We were ro t intimately acquainted with 
him and cannot, of course, give many of 
the incidents of his life, or family; but our 
acquaintance with him covers a period of 
over 45 years. When yet a young man 
we frequently heard him preach in west-
ern Pa., and we liked his preaching, al-
though we may have differed with him in 
some of the views he entertained; yet his 
discourses were always marked with that 
force and clearness characteristic of the 
man. 
The church of which he was an hon-
ored member and Elder will miss him as 
they will miss no other man. He filled a 
place in the German Baptist church that 
no other one man can fill. He was a ripe 
scholar, an able debater, a clear reasoner 
and a learned theologian, and in cases of 
great emergency he could rise above the 
ordinary man and in his clear and forcible 
manner, as with one stroke of the ham-
mer, knock away the arguments of his 
opponents, and win to himself and to his 
church the victory which we fear the 
merits of the case did not always warrant. 
But why pursue this course any further, 
suffice it to say he will be missed in the 
Conference ot the German Baptists. He 
will be missed in the Editorial Columns of 
the Gospel Messenger. He will be missed 
in the discussions of questions of church 
doctrine. H e will be missed as a peace-
maker. But what of his death? he died in 
prayer. Died upon his knees. Died while 
addressing a throne of Grace. Died while 
beseeching his Heavenly Father—our 
common Heavenly Father—for light and 
wisdom to enable them to comprehend 
their duty and a will to do it. Peace be to 
his ashes. 
